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By Susan Thornton Hobby 
HoCoPoLitSo Recording Secretary 

For 23 years, Pamela Kroll Simonson 
has been tap dancing her way 
through HoCoPoLitSo’s readings, 
festivals, workshops, television shows, 
and publications. 

Whatever HoCoPoLitSo events 
throw at her – snow delays for 
writers’ planes, tornado threats dur-
ing poetry festivals, loss of grant 
funding, guests’ food allergies, out of 
print books – Simonson has twinkled 
her size five pumps as fast as she 
could and managed. 

That’s what a managing director does.  

“I’m adaptable,” she said, laughing. “I always have to have 
my tap shoes on. The goal is to make sure everyone is 
where they’re supposed to be as close as possible to when 
they’re supposed to be, and our patrons come out of it 
with smiles on their faces.”  

Simonson, who will retire at the end of this year, started 
when Ellen Conroy Kennedy, HoCoPoLitSo’s founder, 
was executive director.  

“I still hear her on my shoulder,” Simonson said. “She was 
always kind. She may have been exacting, but she would 
make sure things were exact without belittling.” 

Over the years, Kennedy helped Simonson learn to write 
grants, run events, and handle prickly artists and antago-
nistic guests.  

Simonson considers herself lucky to have been “a fly on 
the wall” as authors such as Lucille Clifton and Sherman 
Alexie laughed together, or Anne Enright and George 
O’Brien suffered through the after-effects of a long night 
to re-record a faulty television program, or Colm Tóibín  

 

brought a sold-out Irish Evening audience to its feet.  

“This little organization – little by all standards – has a 
nationwide and worldwide reputation,” Simonson said. 
“That’s an honor to be a part of.” 

HoCoPoLitSo has recently tapped a new contingent of 
high school students to serve as Bauder Youth on Board, 
and their ideas and enthusiasm “give me hope to come in 
contact with so many ideas and problem-solvers,” Simon-
son said.  

Retirement means Simonson will take more time for 
grandchildren, volunteering, and dancing. But instead of 
tap, she’ll be twirling around the floor in her specialty, 
West Coast Swing.  

Simonson will still be attending readings, she said, “because 
HoCoPoLitSo has helped me become the person I am.” 

“Meeting all these people, seeing life through so many dif-
ferent lenses,” Simonson said, “it allows me to be more 
open and more accepting.” 
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Tap dancing towards the next chapter

Pam Kroll Simonson, Catherine McLoughlin-Hayes, Theo Dorgan and Paula Meehan 
at an Irish Evening.

P
H

O
T

O
 B

Y
 D

E
N

N
Y

 L
E

N
C

H



2022 Highlights   
A Year of Celebrations    
As pandemic restrictions persisted, HoCoPoLitSo 
continued to produce events that shared poetry and 
literature virtually. The Lucille Clifton Reading 
Series on November 5, 2021, opened HoCoPo-
LitSo’s 47th season with “Potluck Poetry: Verse in 
Good Taste” celebrating 30 years of hosting a writer-
in-residence program in Howard County public high 
schools. Poets and former writers-in-residence 
Sandra Beasley, Alan King, Steven Leyva, and 
Naomi Ayala read their favorite food poems and 
shared a recipe  from their kitchens.  

The 44th Evening of Irish Music and Poetry, 
broadcast on February 11, 2022, honored retiring 
Irish Evening chair Catherine McLoughlin-Hayes 
(1986 -2020) and creator Padraic Kennedy (1979) 
with messages and readings from previous guests. 
Daniel Mulhall, Ireland’s Ambassador to the U.S., 
welcomed authors Theo Dorgan, Vona Groarke, 
Colum McCann, Mike McCormack, Alice 
McDermott, Paula Meehan, Colm Tóibín and 
newcomer Mary Madec. O’Malley’s March, led by 
Martin O’Malley, with Jared Denhard, Jim Eagan, 
Sean McComiskey, Peter Miller, Ralph Reinoldi, 
and James Wilson, Sr., provided rousing Irish music 
and accompanied step dancers from the Teelin School 
Quinnlyn Boyle, Jessica Jacobs, Ben Koolbeck, 
Reese O’Halloran, Gianna Romano, Katherine 
Wright, and Maureen Berry, director/choreo-
grapher. Patrons were invited to join in a community 
toast with a signature cocktail, Roscommon Rosie, 
created by the Wine Bin of Ellicott City. Photographer 
Denny Lynch and artist Katherine Farrell shared 
their work during the preshow.  

In partnership with How-
ard Community College 
(HCC), HoCoPoLitSo 
produced the fourteenth 
Blackbird Poetry Festi-
val on April 28, 2022. 
The in-person event wel-
comed Molly McCully 
Brown, a 2019 National 
Book Award Finalist, the 
author of Places I’ve Taken 
My Body. The festival in-
cluded a morning work-
shop, an afternoon and 
evening reading hosted by 
poet Hayes Davis, with a poem read by Wilde 
Lake High School Poetry Out Loud finalist  
Yasmin Roach. 

Celebrating its fifth season, Wilde Readings pro-
duced ten readings with open mic opportunities. 
Organized by Linda Joy Burke, Ann Bracken, 
Laura Shovan, and Faye McCray, recordings, 

available on Facebook, feature a diverse group of 
readers: Mary Brandenburg, Kenneth Carroll, 
Nisha Chawla, Marlena Chertock, Virginia Craw-
ford, Tracy Dimond, Courtney Dowe, Meg Eden, 
Gabor Gyukics, Kristin Kowalski Ferragut, Kath-
leen Hellen, Melanie Henderson, May Kurolwa, 
Lucinda Marshall, Emily Rich, Miranda Samuel, 
Leona Sevick, and Hananah Zaheer.  
Bauder School Programs  
HoCoPoLitSo’s Bauder writer-in-residence Naomi 
Ayala worked virtually with students from county 
high schools and Howard Community College 
(HCC). Ayala shared her work in both English and 
Spanish during poetry workshops. 

For thirty-one years, to foster lifelong reading habits 
and a love of literature, HoCoPoLitSo has honored 
students by presenting book awards with personalized 
bookplates to the winners of its All-County Writing 
Competition and students recognized for Promise 
and Achievement in Language Arts. With the support 
of donor Dr. Lillian Bauder, the tradition continued.  

The ten creative writing winners were Naomi Ling 
(River Hill), Jack Millstein (River Hill), and Benja-
min Liao (River Hill) in the personal essay category; 
Naomi Ling (River Hill), David Lunsford (Long 
Reach), and Annika Przyzycki (River Hill) in the 
poetry category; Yusuf Mirasyedi (River Hill), Katie 
Kim (River Hill), and Andrea Davis (River Hill) in 
the short story category and Tiffany Smith (Home-
wood Center) in the playwright category. Twenty-six 
students were selected by their English departments 
to receive HoCoPoLitSo’s Promise and Achievement 
Award in Language Arts. The honorees were: Caro-
line Greaser and Joshua Molinari (Atholton);  
Francesca Cumello and Julia Gaevsky (Centennial); 
Robert Coulter and Mariam Shah (Glenelg); 
Nader Atta-Allah and Leeann Wong Arbelo 
(Hammond); Jinia Smith and Tiffany Smith 
(Homewood); Gabrielle Rabold and Matthew 
Verderaime (Howard); Mona Hode and Autumn 

Boit (Long Reach); Nadeen Alomar and Anna 
Han (Marriotts Ridge), Natalie Gales and Deon 
Kouatchou-Ngongang (Mt. Hebron); Marissa 
Douglas and Aaron Rodrigues (Oakland Mills); 
Imani Raheem and William Chapman (Reservoir); 
Chole McGeehan and Julia Trost (River Hill); and 
Valerie Brady and Emmanuella Osei (Wilde Lake). 
Students received books by such outstanding poets 
and writers as Elizabeth Acevedo, Lucille Clifton, 
Billy Collins, Louise Erdrich, Joy Harjo, Laura Lipp-
man, James McBride, Colum McCann, and Ocean 
Vuong.  

Coordinated by HoCoPoLitSo’s High School  
Liaison Susan Thornton Hobby, this year’s reviewers 
were Michael Clark (retired journalist and past editor 
of Little Patuxent Review), Sylvia Lee (associate  
professor of English, HCC) and Patricia Van Amburg 
(poet and professor emeritus of English, HCC).     
Ellicott City 250   
On June 4, actors Shawn Sebastian Naar and Sarah 
Luckadoo read from Through the Eyes of Poets at the 
Patapsco Female Institute to commemorate the re-
planting of Mary Jerdone Coleman’s  
garden. 

From April 1, the beginning of National Poetry 
Month, through June 30, twenty-five poems cele-
brating Ellicott City’s 250th anniversary were dis-
played in store windows along Main Street. Selected 
poems were read at an event on June 12 at the  
Museum of Howard County History. Readers  
included David H. Barrett, Scot Ehrhardt, Fred 
Foote, Neal Goturi, Doris Ligon, Patti Ross, 
Laura Shovan, County Council Member Liz 
Walsh, and Laura Yoo. With a grant from Patapsco 
Heritage Greenway and the support of Maryland 
Heritage Area and EC250, HoCoPoLitSo curated 
and produced the exhibit and created the anthology 
Through the Eyes of Poets: Ellicott City at 250,  
authored and edited by Susan Thornton Hobby. 
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David H. Barrett • Neal Goturi • Tara Hart • Catherine McLoughlin-Hayes 
Susan Thornton Hobby • Kathleen Larson • Sylvia Lee • Naomi Ling 

Faye McCray • Anne Reis • Tim Singleton • Claire Wu •  Laura Yoo 
 

B A U D E R  Y O U T H  O N  B O A R D   
Neal Goturi • Julia Lee • Naomi Ling • Claire Wu 

 
 

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

Pamela Simonson 
Managing Director

Kathy Stowe 
Program Coordinator

Sandra Beasley Alan King Steven Leyva Naomi Ayala

Molly McCully Brown



PLATINUM BENEFACTORS  
$10,000 and above 
Dr. Lillian Bauder 
Howard County Arts Council  
  through a grant from Howard 
  County Government 
Community Foundation of  
  Howard County 

GOLD BENEFACTORS 
$5,000 to $9,999 
Howard Community College 
Maryland State Arts Council  
Jean Moon 
  In memory of Robert Moon;  
  In honor of Tim Singleton 
 

SILVER BENEFACTORS 
$2,500 to $4,999 
Columbia Film Society 
 

BRONZE BENEFACTORS 
$1,000 to $2,499 
Padraic Kennedy 
  In memory of Ellen Kennedy 
Tim & Beth Singleton  
 
BENEFACTORS  
$500 to $999 
Baker Family Fund 
Ann Barney & Steve Van Order 
Valerie & Dan Beyers 
Tara Hart  
  In honor of Catherine  
  McLoughlin-Hayes 
Susan Thornton Hobby 
Kevin Kelehan & Stacie Hunt 
  In honor of Irish Evening 
Kathleen & Wm Larson 
 

Suzi Padgett  
  In honor of Catherine  
  McLoughlin Hayes 
Patapsco Heritage Greenway 
Barbara Russell 
  In memory of Ellen Kennedy 
Mary Toth 
  In memory of Ellen Kennedy 
Frank & Laura Yoo 

SPONSORS  
$250 to $499 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity 
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Austin 
David H. Barrett 
Mary Pat Donelan 
Paula Einandi 
  In memory of Ellen Kennedy 
Thomas Hicks 
  In honor of Irish Evening 
Barbara Lawson  
  In honor of Catherine  
  Mcloughlin-Hayes 
Faye McCray 
Kathleen Pence 
R. C. Penn 
Anne Reis 
 
PATRONS  
$100 to $249 
Mary Azrael 
Anne V. Barker 
Sandra Beasley 
Liz Bobo & Lloyd Knowles 
Kathleen O. Bowen 
Ann Bracken  
  In memory of Jerry & 
  Dorothy Bracken 
Mary Brandenburg 
John Gregory Brown 
Helen Carter 
Mike & Lois Clark 
Dianne Connelly 

Louise Dove 
  In honor of Linda Dove 
Mary Donegan 
  In honor of Irish Evening 
Marilyn Dorfman  
  In memory of Norma Dorfman 
Brian & Jennifer England  
Timothy Gillen 
Patrick Green 
  In honor of Pamela Simonson 
Howard County Library 
Carolyn & Michael Kelemen 
  In memory of Bob Moon,    
  Yuli Wexler, Frank Nethken 
Mary Kay Kenney 
Hiram Larew  
  In honor of Poetry X 
  Poets Against Hunger 
Pearl David Laufer 
  In memory of Fern Eisner 
Sylvia Lee 
Denny Lynch 
Virgie Mason  
E. Ethelbert Miller 
  In memory of Ellen Kennedy 
Zeleana Morris  
  In memory of Steve L. Morris 
Museum of Howard County 
Esen & Ralph Paradiso 
  In memory of Bob Moon 
Elizabeth Reis 
Kate Reis 
Katherine & Homer Riggins 
Laura & Rob Shovan 
Pamela Simonson 
Linda Wiley 
Melissa Wilkins 
Ed & Julie Young 

DONORS  
$50 to $99 
Emily Carter 
Eileen Clegg 

John R. Connell 
Ellen Flynn Giles 
Carol Graves 
Dr. C. Vernon Gray 
Margaret Greif 
  In memory of Ellen Kennedy 
Patricia Harwood 
  In honor of Susan Hobby 
Thea Jones 
Moss Kendrix Jr. 
Grace Kubofcik  
Ryna & Stephanie May 
Maureen Nicholas 
Meg Daley Olmert 
Sara & Bruce Parrott 
Russell Phillippi 
  In memory of Joan Phillippi 
Louise Riemer 
Leona Sevick 
Francine Sheppard 
Melissa Wilkins 
Timothy Williams 

FRIENDS  
UP to $49 
Kofi Adisa 
Tom & Karen Benjamin 
  In memory of Sarah Benjamin 
Grace Cavalieri 
Ray Cole 
Angela Dale 
Robin Davitt 
Diane Dunn 
Lei Ellingson 
Caitlin Farley 
Rosemary Francis 
Sandra French 
Patti & James Gillespie 
Michael Glaser 
Dr. C. Vernon Gray 
Gerry & Phyllis Greenbaum 
Lynda Greene 
Loreen Heinz 

Kathleen Hurwitz 
Pamela Isabel 
James & Mary Lou Karantonis 
Sue Kramer 
Carol Lewis 
  In honor of Susan Hobby 
Barbara Livieratos 
Lynda Mitic 
Ellen Nibali 
Lars Olson 
Patricia Owens 
Judith Phibbs 
  In memory of Brandon 
  Pence Phibbs 
Mary Pike 
Janet Pitz 
Linda Possehl 
Gerard Powers 
Carolyn Powers 
Mary Schiller 
Kathy Stowe 
Tasker Family 

VOLUNTEERS 
Ann Bracken 
Linda Joy Burke 
Mike Clark 
Neal Goturi 
Thomas Hicks 
Bella Horvath 
Joy Kim 
Julia Lee 
Naomi Ling 
Stephanie May 
Isaiah McCray 
Linda Possehl 
Grace Shen 
Laura Shovan 
Patricia Van Amburg 
Claire Wu 
Edward Young 
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A N N U A L  C O N T R I B U T O R S   
This list represents gifts received from July 1, 2021 through October 31, 2022. Serial gifts by the same contributor have been merged.  

Every effort has been made to include all contributors and to spell them correctly. Those donors who have also supported HoCoPoLitSo  
Endowment Fund since 1992 are listed in italics. Please let us know if there are errors or omissions. 

E N D O W M E N T  G I F T S  
Ensure HoCoPoLitSo’s FUTURE. Gifts and pledges to the HoCoPoLitSo Fund   

at the Community Foundation of Howard County are from February 1996-October 15, 2022. 

NOBEL CIRCLE 
$20,000 and up  
Padraic & Ellen Kennedy 
Jean & Bob Moon   
   In memory of Bessie Hurni  
   Flanagan 
Patty Rouse 

LITERARY LIONS 
$10,000 – $19,999 
Hamel Family Fund 
Peter & Beth Horowitz 
Michael Moon 
   In honor of Jean Moon 
The Columbia Foundation 

LAUREATE CIRCLE 
$1,000 – $9,999 
Alpha Phi Alpha 
Barbara Lawson 
Harry “Chip” Lundy 
Pam & Steve Mack 
Donald & Brigitte Manekin 
   In Honor of Ellen Kennedy 
Lanny Morrison & Lynne  
  Nemeth 
Morris & Edie Range 

PULITZER CIRCLE 
$250-$999 
Ann Barney & Steve Van Order 
David Barrett 
Saundra Barrett 
Lucille Clifton  
Dianne M. Connelly 
Frank & Margaret Lee Conroy 
 
  

Minta D. Davis 
   In Honor of Ellen Kennedy 
Paula & Franco Einaudi 
   In honor of Padraic and Ellen  
   Kennedy 
Sandra B. Goolsby 
Floyd & Cassandra Grayson 
Dan & Mary Margaret  
   Kamerman 
   To honor Pearl Tobin 
Hiram Larew 
Gordon Mumpower 
Linda Odum 
Fred & Virginia Pausch 
Lawrence Pomeroy   
   In memory of Moira Kennedy  
   Pomeroy       
Jim & Patty Rouse Charitable  
   Foundation 
Tim & Beth Singleton 
Allan Starkey 
Marvin & Marcia Thomas 
Emerson & Celonia Walden 

SUSTAINER  
$100-$249 
Anne & George Barker 
Virginia Bates 
Frederick & Catherine Chiccone 
Edward & Joan Cochran 
Mary Donegon  
Philip & Barbara Gallagher 
Douglas Heinrichs & Diane  
   Marshall 
Susan Thornton Hobby 
Michael & Carolyn Kelemen 
Linda & Robert Keller 
Janice Kisner 
Donna Lyle 
 

Richard & Mary Louise McCally 
Catherine McLoughlin-Hayes 
Helen & Joe Mitchell 
Ruth Penn 
Beverly Fearn Porter 
Carol S. Rodricks  
Hanne Skov 
Hilary Tham 

PARTICIPANT 
Up to $99 
Ann Augustine 
   In honor of Robert M. Vaeth 
Ann Barney 
   In memory of Jessalyn G.  
   Barney 
Cradelia Birdsong 
Mr. &  Mrs. John Buck 
Susan & Jeremy Clayton 
Eileen Clegg 
Daphne D. Comegys 
Richard Dowling 
Naomi Hayman 
Jocelyn Knowles 
Jack Knox 
Kathleen B. Larson 
Joan Greenberg & Barbara  
   Lawson 
   In memory of Fredericka  
   Clifton 
Thomas & Mary Lorsung 
Virgie Mason 
Sylvia Padow 
Russell (Joan) Phillippi 
Michael & Louise Riemer 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Rodbell 
Nora Scanlan 
Lawrence & Patricia Taubman 
 
 

Margot Treitel 
   In memory of Raphael Treitel 
Bayard Waterbury 
Terence Winch 

GIFTS IN HONOR OF ELLEN 
KENNEDY 
Judith Adams 
Steve Alpern 
Virginia Bates 
Kathleen O. Bowen 
Ann Bracken 
Patrick & Judith Clancy 
Eileen Clegg 
Mary Anne Cole 
Dianne M. Connelly 
Joan Corhran 
Helen Rosalind Cowie 
Joetta Cramm 
Daedalus Books 
Ginny D’Aiutolo 
Bonnie S. Daniel 
William Dove 
Paula & Franco Einandi 
John Farrell 
Dr. Catherine Gira 
Mary T. Gould 
John Harding 
Dr. Tara Hart 
Ken Jennings 
Hazel Swann Jones 
Mary M. Kamerman 
Chaya  Kaplan 
Patrick Kennedy 
Kathleen Larson 
Pearl D. Laufer 
Barbara Lawson 
Alexander Leak 
Adele K. Levine 
Anne R. Markham 

Virgie A. S. Markham 
Russell & Mary Louise McCally 
Jean M.  Meisel 
Barbara Merke 
Helen Buss Mitchell 
Gail Moore 
Lanny Morrison & Lynne Nemeth 
Maureen Nicholas 
Esen & Ralph Paradiso 
Lawrence Pomeroy 
Carol S. Rodricks Foundation 
Barbara & Robert Russell 
May Ruth & Henry Seidel 
Tim & Beth Singleton 
Hanne Skov 
Hilary Tham 
Marvin & Marsha Thomas 
Verity Weston-Truby 
Melissa A. Wilkins 
 
Ellen Kennedy Memorial Funds  
Lillian Bauder 
Ann Blimmel 
Helen Carter 
Columbia Film Society 
Paula & Franco Einandi 
John & Christine Herdson 
Carolyn Kelemen 
Maggie & Steven Lancos 
Doris Ligon 
Catherine McLoughlin-Hayes 
E. Ethelbert Miller 
Maureen Nicholas 
Barbara Russell 
Helen Schwartz 
Pamela Simonson 
Tim & Beth Singleton 
Andrew Stack 
Mary Toth
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Community Partnerships 
   Together with Howard County Library System, HoCoPoLitSo’s 
Susan Thornton Hobby and climate educator Julie Dunlap hosted 
the Inconvenient Book Club at the Howard County Library Miller 
Branch.The cli-fi club met virtually and in person between June and 
July.  
   In June, HoCoPoLitSo participated in the Howard County Arts 
Council’s Art Reach at the Long Reach Village Center with poetry 
writing activities for people of all ages using Taylor Mali’s Metaphor 
Dice. 
 
HoCoPoLitSo On-Line 
   Production of HoCoPoLitSo’s The Writing Life resumed in April 
with Molly McCully Brown hosted by Hayes Davis. Recordings of 
Potluck Poetry, the 44th Irish Evening and Wilde Readings are avail-
able at youtube.com/HoCoPoLitSo. 
   Poetry Moments, a series in partnership with HCC’s Arts Collec-
tive that began in 2020, to mark the importance of Black Lives Matter, 
concluded with 54 entries. The videos feature local actors offering  
introductions to poems, followed by poets reading their work,  
originally recorded on editions of The Writing Life. 
 

Inaugural Ellen Conroy Kennedy Poetry Contest  
   Noah Arhm Choi was awarded first 
prize in the 2021 Ellen Conroy Ken-
nedy Poetry Contest for their poem  
“Rummage” and received a $500 
cash prize. The poem was published 
in the winter 2022 issue of The Little 
Patuxent Review. Liz Holland was 
awarded second place with a $100 
cash award for her poem “Lifeboy 
Swept Away.” Interviews with the  
authors can be seen at HoCoPo-
LitSo.org. More than 125 entries 
were received from New York to  
California. 
   Kennedy established HoCoPoLitSo 
in 1974 to enlarge the audience for 
contemporary poetry and literature 
by producing live events in Howard 
County, Maryland. She served as 
president and CEO for 30 years. 

SAVE THE DATE 
Saturday, February 18, 2023 

 
 
 

45th Irish Evening 
with Colm Tóibín and Maureen Dowd 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  

Noah Arhm Choi


